
CITY OF SYLVAN LAKE 
STUDY SESSION 

 AUGUST 28, 2018 

1 
 

A Study Session of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Tuesday, August 28, 2018; 
opening at 6:03 p.m.  Mayor Pro-Tem Dzenko presided over the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
      Present:   Etter, Cassar, Dzenko 
      Absent:   Lorenz, Zubrzycki 
 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin and Clerk Dryden  
 
  
Approval of Agenda  
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Etter, to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
 Yes: All 
 No:    None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
 
Jim Smith wanted to clarify his comment from the last council meeting on the location for the 
dogs to swim at the bridge area.  He provided pictures.  He is happy to see this on the agenda for 
discussion. 
 
 
Community Center    CC-002-18 
 
Martin reviewed he mentioned at the last meeting looking into having someone to oversee, book, 
handle maintenance, inspect and clean, and everything else that goes with the Community 
Center.  Rates may have to be increased to cover this cost.  He asked council what direction they 
are thinking.  It is quite a job with all the questions, phone calls, handing out keys to see the 
facility.  Even though almost everything can be answered either with the contract or information 
online, the people want to talk someone. 
 
Martin shared the application is a bit cumbersome so we are going through it to make some 
changes to make it easier to understand.  The last handout shows type of rentals, number of 
rentals all broken out by resident and non-resident.   
 
Dzenko asked if a lawsuit was filed by the person who threaten to do so at the last meeting.  
Martin stated he received a letter with demands from their attorney, but that can’t be discussed 
here. 
 
Cassar suggested a good business minded resident.   
 
Martin also provided an alternative of not using the facility as a rental hall and making it more 
community oriented like it was originally plan for.  Dzenko feels residents will just rent it for 
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non-residents.  That is what happened prior to allowing non-residents usage.  Martin retorted at 
least residents are involved then.   
 
Cassar feels they can look at some companies.  He may know some that may be able to do. 
 
 
ROW       
 
Martin stated Zubrzycki wanted to discuss this so this should wait until next study session.   
 
 
Ferndale Docks    BD-001-18 
 
Cassar would like to see about having a contractor install the docks on Ferndale since it is such 
an issue every year.   
 
Council discussed resurveying and markers that were pulled out in the past.   
 
Cassar has talked with some residents and it was brought up what happens with someone who 
has just bought a dock.  Cassar feels if the dock is comparable, the city could buy it.  He can get 
some numbers from a couple of contractors to install 50’ of dock for the 100 spaces on Ferndale. 
 
 
Fraud Prevention Policy   A-003-18 
 
Martin stated many council members have spoken with the auditor before and know they 
question fraud prevention.  This policy addresses prevention, detection, reporting and 
investigating possible fraud.  Martin urged Council to read this thoroughly if they haven’t done 
so already.  Council asked Martin to put it on the agenda for approval in September.   
 
 
Dog Park/Swim Area    PR-002-18 
 
Dzenko is against a dog park.  They city doesn’t have enough room or staff to maintain a dog 
park.  He is in favor of finding a safe place to swim and putting in steps if needed.   
 
Martin stated the current two areas for dogs to swim are at the boat ramp and the canal by the 
kayak rack.  The issue is they can’t be off a leash.  People walking their dog are nervous about 
the dogs swimming without a leash charging out of the water after their dog or them.   
 
Etter agreed they don’t have the land or resources to do a dog park.  He would like a good place 
for the dogs to swim, but isn’t sure how to handle the leash situation while in the water. 
 
Ed Robbins feels the legal ramifications are too big once you sanction it. 
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Adjournment 
 
 Moved by Etter, seconded Cassar to adjourn the study session.   
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:42 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                              
Dennise Dryden, City Clerk  


